
 

 



 

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΗ  

I never stopped to imagine how blessed this endeavor might or might not be when I first started the Yolanda D. Thomas Scholarship 

9ƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘΧƴƻǊ ŘƛŘ L ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ aȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŀΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

special woman who gave much more to life than she took from it. Through the success of this scholarship program created to honor 

ƘŜǊ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ 

well you spent your life.  

In 2002, there was an outpouring of appreciation and love for Yolanda that generated over $13,000 dollars.  I chose to use this 

money, along with additional donations that brought the total to an amazing $20,000 dollars, to establish the Yolanda D. Thomas 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 9ƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŀΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

for less fortunate women.  Shortly after the scholarship funds were put into place, the State of Florida matched them, creating a 

total of $40,000 for use in empowering disadvantaged women by providing increased educational opportunities. Little did I realize 

that this was just the beginning of what was to become one of the most successful scholarship programs in our area.  Once God 

graced us with a miracle of this magnitude, thankfully He also instilled a passion to keep it going!  

The first Yolanda D. Thomas Golf Tournament was held October 29th, 2004 at Shalimar Pointe.  In spite of closely following Hurricane 

Ivan, 92 players, over 52 sponsors, and countless friends and family members came out to show their support.  After all expenses 

were paid, $23,366 remained ς an almost unheard of amount for a first time golf tournament.  In the weeks that followed, we 

continued to receive checks until the proceeds finally exceeded $29,000. 

During that first tournament, Ricky Thomas, my cousin and a coach with the Indianapolis Colts, donated autographed merchandise 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bC[Ωǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŀǳǘographed by Chad Pennington of the New York Jets, jerseys from 
Edgerrin James and Reggie Wayne of the Indianapolis Colts; and two footballs, the first of which was autographed by Derrick Brooks 
of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the second of which was signed by the entire Indianapolis Colts football team.  Thanks to Ricky 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bC[Σ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΗ  wƛŎƪȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ support 
he generated from his friends in the NFL turned the 2

nd
 Annual Yolanda D. Thomas Golf Tournament into a highly successful celebrity 

event.  Held on May 6, 2005 at Emerald Bay in Destin, the event included 16 celebrity players from NFL teams such as the 
Indianapolis Colts, the New York Jets, the Jacksonville Jaguars, and the Dallas Cowboys.  A full field of 30 teams and an increasing 
number of sponsors generated another $28,000 in net proceeds to the Yolanda D. Thomas Scholarship Endowment.  
 
Over the last three years, contributions from sources other than the golf tournament have further increased our opportunities to 
open the doors of education for those with the drive, determination and potential in which Yolanda so strongly believed.    
 
In 2010 the tournament hosted 144 golfers which included approximately 12 NFL Players throughout the league. 
 
As of this year, the Yolanda D. Thomas golf tournament and associated events have generated approximately $400,000 and 26 

scholarship opportunities have been awarded to deserving young women courtesy of the Yolanda D. Thomas Scholarship 

Endowment. The Endowment is now the second largest contributing entity to the Northwest Florida State College Foundation 

scholarship program. Additionally, in 2007, the Internal Revenue Service officially recognized the Yolanda D. Thomas Scholarship 

Endowment as a 501 (c) (3) Public Charity. 
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